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and Dhaka at the^Western end of the Khaibar, Here a stay was made and the road in advance reconnoitred. On the 4th December, the advance brigade was pushed on to Basatili ; on the 12th, Sir 8. Browne was ordered to push on and occupy Jellalabad. This was in consequence of news having arrived that Amir Sher Ali had abandoned his capital and fled towards Turkistan. Jellalabad was occupied on the 21st December. No opposition was expected and none was attempted. General Browne will probably winter at Jellalabad as the Commissariat has received orders to accumulate there supplies for 10,000 men for a period of three months.
This is not the place for detailed criticism, but Sir S. Browne himself admits he detached two Brigades along one route, and that imperfectly reconnoitred and imperfectly known, to attempt movements in which time was of decisive consequence. As far as the success of his plans is concerned the operations against Ali Musjid are generally regarded as a failure. With the heavy artillery, 40-pounder Armstrongs employed, the place might have been made untenable by shells.
Major-General Roberts crossed the Kurrum at daylight on the
morning of the 21st November, and seized a mud-thannah.   As he
advanced up the valley, he met with no opposition, and found the
garrison of the Kurrum fort retire on his approach to their chosen
position, extending for a length of four miles across the valley, from
the Spin-Gawai Kotal to the Peiwar Eotal. On the 26th November,
the Kurrum fort was occupied. Here the troops found a 6-pounder
gun, which the enemy had omitted to carry away.    On the 27th, the
advance was resumed, and on the 28tb, the Brigade under General
Cobbe, reinforced by two mountain guns,  made a sharp attack,
In which they had to be supported by the 5th Goorkhas from  the
Eight Column.    In this affair, Lieutenant Eeid of the 29th P. N. I.
and 8 sepoys of different corps were wounded, and a driver belong*
ing to No* 1 Mountain Battery, was killed.
The camp, having been pitched within 2,500 yards of the enemy's position on the Peiwar Kotal, was shelled by them and had to be retired. The result of this attack was to convince General Roberts that the enemy's position was too strong to be carried by assault The disposable force for such an enterprise was only 3,058 men. He therefore spent the next four days in reconnoitring and at day light on the morning of the 2nd December, succeeded in carrying the rest of the Spin-Gawai Kotal, a position which placed him athwart the enemy's line of battle. There was some sharp fighting, but at 2-30 P. M., General Roberto made a dash on Zabardust-kila, the only road by which the Afghans could esoape,aDd as soon as this was observed, they abandoned the fight and left .their guns and camp to fall into thehands of Colonel Drew, who sux3ce<jdc<J Brigadier Cobbe, who was unfortunately weoudsd.